

IOE Students’ Union
Student Representative Council 
Meeting Held on Friday 28 January 2011 5pm S16
Minutes



Present:	Prince Johnson II, Sam Mejias, Sarah Douglas (General Manager), Sean Curran, Alison Thomas, Nadia Buksh, Piers Saunders, Fei Yan, Ariadni Stamatopulou, Kat Vati.

Chair:		Riaz Manji
Secretary	Shana Tufail



1 Apologies:	

Melany Rose (MA Museum and Gallery Education), Talia Hoch (MA part-time Art in Education), Sonya Prentice Song Swap Society,  Arts and Music society

2 Minutes from the last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted.


3 Matters Arising

2.1 – PJ reported that a decision to not affiliate with London Citizens had been taken and instead we will create our own partnerships with Camden primary Schools.

2.2 – RM requested that students spread the word that a Book Drive for Gambia would continue to run in the SU until 17 February and all donations would be accepted.


4. 	Officers Reports

PJ reported on the continued lack of internet connection at the Halls of Residence and reported that the Union Officers were looking for ways to resolve the issues as it was taking too long to resolve. It was noted that the Officers were also working with IOE to resolve other issues including security

The Officers wish to support students with any IOE related issues and are working with students on a regular basis to resolve issues. Inductions went well and any issues with registration are being looked at. 

The Officers also wished to widen participation for students in the Students` Union and PJ announced that the coming Friday would see a Chinese New year/Greek celebration taking place while a Korean/Amnesty International collaboration was in the planning.
	
SM commented on the upcoming Student Survey which he has been working on with the IOE to gauge student satisfaction. The survey currently only has one question on the Students` Union so a new survey was being designed for the Students` Union which would be coming out in February to understand what students want from the Students` Union. This would be administered through a paper survey and through online via Survey Monkey with a view to the final report coming out in April.

PJ reported on safety and security around the IOE following various complaints and stated that the Officers were planning a Safety Awareness Week to raise awareness for students and highlight any issues with the date to be arranged. 


5.	Audit accounts

SM gave a report on the SU accounts for 2009/10. 

The café has been turned over to Sodexho after running at a loss for 5/6 years with a view to moving forward into profit. It is currently operating at a deficit but should improve from this point. The bar continues to make a profit which funds the café deficit. Regular events on Fridays have helped to improve social events for students and profits which feed back into student services. The following years officers will be able to build on this. 

The audit account was accepted by the attendees of this meeting.

	 
6. 	Elections

	PJ updated attendees on the Elections process and reported that he was currently recruiting members for the election committee to ensure the Elections ran fairly.

All election information including how to apply for a postal vote would be on the SU website and students were encouraged to pass the information onto classmates and check the website regularly.
	

7. 	International Cultural and Diversity Week

PJ announced that the Officers were looking to hold a weeklong event in mid May on international cultural and diversity which they hoped would run as an annual event. Funding has been requested from the IOE and the officers were looking for volunteers for the Planning Committee. The event would include music, seminars, debates, performers, guest speakers, films and more to raise educational awareness across various themes. Current clubs and societies would be invited to take part and all students were welcome to get involved.  


8.	Student Issues

JAH – Several students reported how they were still experiencing problems with JAH. RM stated that the officers had approached the IOE for a more concrete policy on dealing with issues and complaints which should hopefully be implemented soon. RM requested all students to come and see the officers on any issue to ensure a stronger case was put forward. All issues were sent as an itemized list to the Director of Administration.

Students with any course specific or enrollment complaints could see Riaz Manji.

	Visa issues – PJ explained the current issue surrounding visas and how it was currently at a consultation stage where students could get involved by filling out the survey that had been emailed to all students. SM pointed out that if the changes went ahead then students ability to work would be affected. The officers stated that the effects could be dramatic and they would keep students informed over the coming months. Any feedback from students would be appreciated.


9. 	AOB

Campaign – RM reported on a campaign for the organization Kenyan Panties for Purpose that would run at the IOE SU 7-11 February on the fourth floor to raise money and collect panties for school girls in rural areas of Kenya who miss school due to their menstrual cycle.

The stall would collect donations of cash for underwear and/or new underwear. 
Anyone interested in helping could contact Riaz Manji.

	RM also reported on the total amount raised by the hair cutting fundraiser - £1200 was collected for kids with cancer. 


12. 	Date for the next meeting – tba
